Signs of Sexual Abuse
Consider the possibility of sexual abuse when the child:
« Has difficulty walking or sitting,
« Suddenly refuses to change for gym or to participate in physical activities.
» Reports nightmares or bed wetting.
+ Experiences a sudden change in appetite.
 Demonstrates bizarre, sophisticated, or unusual sexual knowledge or behavior.
» Becomes pregnant or contracts a venereal disease, particularly if under age 14.
+ Runsaway.
 Reports sexual abuse by a parent or another adult caregiver.
Consider the possibility of sexual abuse when the parent or other adult caregiver:
« Isunduly protective of the child or severely limits the child's contact with other
children, especially of the opposite sex.
» Is secretive and isolated.

+ Isjealous or controlling with family members.

Signs of Emotional Maltreatment
Consider the possibility of emotional maltreatment when the child:
 Shows extremes in behavior such as overly compliant or demanding behavior,
extreme passivity, or aggression.
» Is either inappropriately adult (parenting other children, for example) or
inappropriately infantile (frequently rocking or head-banging, for example).
+ Isdelayed in physical or emotional development.
« Has attempted suicide.
« Reports a lack of attachment to the parent.
Consider the possibility of emotional maltreatment when the parent or other adult
caregiver:
« Constantly blames, belittles, or berates the child.
+ Isunconcerned about the child and refuses to consider offers of help for the child's
problems.
o Opvertly rejects the child.



