Types of Abuse

The following are some signs often associated with particular types of child abuse and
neglect: physical abuse, neglect, sexual abuse, and emotional abuse. It is important to note,
however, these types of abuse are more typically found in combination than alone. A
physically abused child, for example, is often emotionally abused as well, and a sexually
abused child also may be neglected.

Signs of Physical Abuse
Consider the possibility of physical abuse when the child:

Has unexplained burns, bites, bruises, broken bones, or black eyes.

Has fading bruises or other marks noticeable after an absence from school.
Seems frightened of the parents and protests or cries when it is time to go home.
Shrinks at the approach of adults.

Reports injury by a parent or another adult caregiver.

Consider the possibility of physical abuse when the parent or other adult caregiver:

Offers conflicting, unconvincing, or no explanation for the child's injury.
Describes the child as “evil,” or in some other very negative way.
Uses harsh physical discipline with the child.

Has a history of abuse as a child.

Signs of Neglect

Consider the possibility of neglect when the child:

Is frequently absent from school.

Begs or steals food or money.

Lacks needed medical or dental care, immunizations, or glasses.
Is consistently dirty and has severe body odor.

Lacks sufficient clothing for the weather.

Abuses alcohol or other drugs.

States that there is no one at home to provide care.

Consider the possibility of neglect when the parent or other adult caregiver:

Appears to be indifferent to the child.
Seems apathetic or depressed.
Behaves irrationally or in a bizarre manner.

Is abusing alcohol or other drugs.



